
President’s/MC Report for 3 September 2019 

Another busy month just gone for the NFHS. 

Our Exhibition at the Lovett Gallery which was due to close on 24 August was 

extended for another month. We will now take it down on 23 September just 

in time to put it all back up 2 days later for the Stitches Craft Show at 

Newcastle Entertainment Centre where we are one of the feature exhibitions. 

We will need some help manning the exhibition & information table (to include 

a raffle, bonnet kit sales & possibly the sale of our recent publication) – if you 

can help out at any time over the 4 days please let me know. 

Our sales of publications have reached $5 700. They Sent Me North: Female 

Convicts in the Hunter is selling well & there has been renewed interest in 

Early Newcastle: the Fettered & the Free. 

Our excellent Journal has recently won the Nick Vine Hall Award for the 3rd 

time. The award is given to the best FHS journal in Australia & NZ. The winning 

journal was the December 2018 Journal no. 224. Congratulations to the eTeam 

& the editor at the time, Jane Ison. 

Work continues with our Constitution. The small sub-committee made up of 

interested persons from both the general membership & the management 

committee are working very hard – it is a time-consuming job to ensure our 

Constitution is in keeping with the Fair Trading Guidelines whilst also reflecting 

what we actually do at our Society. Thank you to those who are working so 

hard on it. You will be kept well informed & have the opportunity to have your 

say as each section is addressed. 

I have recently spoken about our Society’s role in the community to the East 

Lakes Probus Club meeting of around 60 people. I also spoke yesterday at the 

UON Hunter Living Histories Meeting on our newest publication. I hope the 

extra exposure for the NFHS will bring greater understanding of what we do, 

perhaps some new members, & possibly a few extra sales of our publications. 

We have recently held more Orientation Sessions for our library – many thanks 

to Margaret & Jim for all their hard work on these (as well as for all the work 

they do on library matters). Many thanks also to Karen Smith who has kindly 

offered to assist with Blue Room Orientations.  



Our library is wonderful place to be on a Thursday afternoon & a Saturday – so 

many people come in to research, to obtain help from others as well as those 

on library duty, & sometimes just to enjoy each others’ company. A family 

history society is a place to learn, a place to meet with like-minded people, & a 

place to enjoy the pleasure which comes from delving into the past – I am so 

pleased to be part of a group so keen on all these activities. 

And while on the topic of those three things, a reminder that our trip to 

Sydney is to be held this coming Friday & Pat & I would love to have the 

pleasure of your company. Last Friday’s weather was abysmal so our Wander 

Down Macquarie Street was postponed – this Friday’s forecast is much more 

agreeable!! If you’re coming with us, or if you’re just simply interested in the 

Old Devonshire Street Cemetery which was exhumed to make way for Central 

Station, have a listen to the 9 podcasts of the Dead Central exhibition – it’s 

fascinating. 

Our bonnet making workshops resume here on September 10th – our bonnet 

making group wants to ensure that every female convict who came to 

Newcastle & the Hunter has a bonnet tribute.  A wonderful objective!!! 

And lastly, we have some new members as per the Membership Report. It’s 

always great to welcome them. 

Mel Woodford 
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