
President’s Report for the August GM 

What an exciting time we have had at the NFHS since I wrote to you in our 

June Journal. 

Since that time we have had a fitting celebration for the 125th Anniversary of 

our home, the Lambton Mechanics’ Institute. The MG Car Club (Hunter 

Region), the Mechanics’ Institute Trust and the NFHS joined together for a 

wonderful Open Day complete with Lambton book display, celebratory cake 

and commemorative booklet. A few days later we had a second cake to cut 

when we hosted the June Meeting of Hunter Living Histories in our rooms. 

We have also seen the launch of our most recent publication ‘They Sent Me 

North: Female Convicts in the Hunter’ in combination with an Exhibition of the 

same name in the Lovett Gallery (Newcastle Region Library). These events 

generated a great deal of positive publicity for our Society and we have made 

many lovely new friends in other Societies and in the media world. 

Our Publications Officer, Jane Ison, has had a very busy time printing our new 

publication and needed to complete a second print run almost immediately 

after the first one due to the high demand for copies. This she did after her 

return from Melbourne for the presentation of the prestigious Nick Vine-Hall 

Awards. Congratulations to Jane and the e-Team on the recognition of the 

NFHS Journal 221 (March 2018) as winner. Congratulations must also go to 

those who had written articles for that journal. 

By the time this goes to print we will have completed another series of 

Orientation Sessions for the library. These have proven very popular with both 

new and long-time Society members alike. It is hoped that as people become 

more familiar with our library and grow in personal confidence using our 

resources some will offer their services as volunteer librarians on our monthly 

roster. There is a great personal sense of satisfaction in helping others research 

successfully in addition to the very positive experience for those being assisted.  

As we move into the warmer months there are many more interesting 

activities planned for Society members – I hope to see you at some of them in 

the near future. 


