
 

 

Using the GRO Index 

The new GRO index is a resource which allows you to accurately determine the mother’s 

maiden surname for a child born between September 1837 and December 1915 and the age at 

death for people who died between September 1837 and December 1860.  

Navigate to the General Register Office homepage at www.gro.gov.uk  

First, click on ‘Order certificates online’. 

 

Next, click on Order Certificates Online. If you have never ordered certificates from the GRO 

you will have to register the first time and create a login and password. If you have previously 

ordered certificates from the GRO use that email address and password to login. 

http://www.gro.gov.uk/


 

 

 

Next, click on ‘Search the GRO Indexes’ 

You will be given the option to search ‘Births’ or ‘Deaths’. 

 

 



 

 

In the following example we’ve clicked in the circle next to Births. Deaths is very 

straightforward and needs no explanations but please be aware that the age at death for infants 

can be represented as months not years. 

You must populate the following fields: Surname, Gender and Year.  

• Surname at Birth can include exact matches (this is the default), phonetic, or similar 

sounding variations. Please be aware this will bring up a lot of results. 

• Gender is obvious, but unfortunately you must choose one or other, the search doesn’t 

allow a search on both sexes at once. 

• Year the Birth was registered can include exact (default) or plus or minus two years 

which gives you a possible search scope of five years. 

Below is an example of a search of a less common surname using the following parameters:  

Surname = Rodham, Gender = Male, Year = 1870 exact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lastly, click on Search. 

Here are the results for the search providing the Mother’s Maiden Name (MMN). 



 

 

 

Use the mother’s maiden name and/or the registration district to assist you in narrowing down 

or finding your family. If you do not know the registration district for the town or location for 

your family visit GENUKI (https://www.genuki.org.uk/) or search online. 

If you have a common surname and you know the MMN, use it to help find the correct family. 

The below example shows results for a common surname with the following parameters:  

Surname = Jones, Gender = Female, Year = 1896 (+ or – 2 years) MMN = Cork (similar 

sounding variations selected) 

 

  

https://www.genuki.org.uk/


 

 

Here are the results proving that every system has faults as the search failed to find two known 

daughters.  

 

Each daughter recorded on the 1901 census had to be located separately by searching using 

the actual name and the likely registration district suggested by the census. 

And: 

Note: If you see a dash in the column where the mother’s maiden surname should be recorded, 

as shown in the example above, this usually indicates that the child’s surname and the mother’s 

surname are the same and the birth may show a birth to a single woman. 

From the results page, if you wish, you may now order the registration you want by clicking 

in the circle before the name and following the prompts. 

Make sure to log out after searching. 

Happy Hunting! 
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