
President’s Report – 4 June 2019 

What an incredibly busy month we have had since the AGM!! You will have 
read in your Newsletter of the positions filled during our election. We have a 
very enthusiastic & capable Management Committee leading our wonderful 
Society forward for the next year. They are a pleasure to work with as was last 
year’s MC. 

Our new Publicity Officer, Greg, has ‘hit the deck running’ with all the 
interviews he has done with ABC Newcastle Radio (Breakfast) in the days 
leading up to our Sandgate Day & also coming up to the 125th Anniversary of 
the Mechanics’ Institute last Saturday. Thank you, Greg!! 

We have had a huge amount of very positive publicity during the past month 
with the two pages in the Herald just before Sandgate, a write-up in ‘The Local’ 
about the 125th, coverage on NBN TV, and a column in the Hunter & Coastal 
Lifestyle Magazine this month. If you follow our Facebook Page or website you 
will have seen it all. 

Both Sandgate & the 125th were most successful due to the hard work & 
wonderful organisation of the Planning Group & the individual contributions 
made by many members. Thank you, all.  

Yesterday we hosted the UON Hunter Living Histories Meeting here in this 
room as a special recognition of the 125th Anniversary. We heard several 
interesting speakers & discovered that Newcastle Region Library has acquired 
a substantial grant to ensure our local history is well looked after for the 
future. We, of course, will be helping them remember our Newcastle & Hunter 
history with the launch of our new publication They Sent Me North: Female 
Convicts in the Hunter on July 30th in the Lovett Gallery. The accompanying 
Female Convict Bonnet Exhibition helps to tell the stories of our female 
pioneers, many of whom are the ancestors of people currently in this room. 

Keep an eye on our Noticeboard, our Newsletter & Journal, our website & 
Facebook Page to keep abreast of all the great things happening in our Society 
over the next few months. 

 


