
MC/President’s Report to the General Meeting 5 February 2019 

Welcome to 2019. We have some wonderful things in store for the year ahead 

at the NFHS. You can read all about our upcoming excursions & activities in 

your monthly Newsletter & also on our website & Facebook Page which are 

kept up to date each day. 

Things are moving along nicely with our arrangements for the new kitchenette. 

Many thanks firstly to the Mechanics’ Institute Trust for acquiring a grant for 

the purpose & for adding extra funds to cover the quote which has been 

accepted. Special thanks also to Julie Keating who did all the leg work visiting 

kitchen companies, discussing details & obtaining quotes – lots of to-ing & fro-

ing which will continue as the old kitchenette is cleared out ready for the new 

installation. 

Our storeroom in the Blue Room is also in the process of having a make-over. It 

has been a repository for all manner of items over the years – most of which 

weren’t really of any great use to the Society. During the break Ron Robinson, 

our Trust President, with help from Jim MacDougall, completed the huge task 

of clearing out the room & it is now awaiting restoration work before we can 

begin to use it again as a storage area. 

Yesterday I met with the Manager of Community Programs and Partnerships for 

NCC at Newcastle Library (Laman Street) & their Exhibitions Co-ordinator to discuss 

the use of the Lovett Gallery & other spaces for the exhibition of our Convict Bonnets 

& the launch of our female convicts publication mid year. They are very enthusiastic 

about all of this & see it as a wonderful thing for the city. More information as it 

comes to hand. 

On the 24th of this month I’m heading to Sydney for the first 2019 meeting of the 

NSW/ACT Association of Family History Societies Management Committee. 

Information is already starting to come through for the 2020 State Conference which 

our Society will be hosting here in Newcastle. I have begun making contact with 

some of the possible conference venues. Very shortly we’ll gather together a group 

of Society Members who are interested in working on this project. If you are 

interested in being involved (& it will be a very rewarding experience, albeit hard 

work) please speak to one of the Management Committee or to me directly. 

Did you know that whenever you are at the Society rooms or on one of our 

excursions you are covered by our insurance? This is something important that 

perhaps you didn’t know. 



 

I would like to remind all members that you are very welcome to attend our 

Management Committee Meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 10am 

until 12 noon as an observer. Management Meetings are open to all members & the 

Committee feels it important that our membership understands how this Society runs 

& how decisions are made. If you would like to know more please come along. You 

will be made very welcome. 

And lastly, 125 years ago last Sunday (3 Feb 1894) the Mechanics Institute building 

had its Foundation Stone laid at 3pm in the presence of 600 people. The Minister for 

Education, Mr Suttor & accompanying dignitaries, arrived by train into Adamstown & 

was met by the Mayor, Mr Croudace, & the Aldermen, & were conveyed to the 

Mayor’s house for a luncheon before continuing on to the Mechanics’ Institute where 

they were met by the 4th Regiment Band & a huge crowd before the ceremony. 

The full article is available on Trove: 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/137180037# 

We will commemorate this special anniversary in late May to coincide with the actual 

opening of the front rooms of the building. The back room is, of course, a little older 

& has a very interesting history of its own. 
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